
 

 

XOLOWORLD REVIEW 

SECOND QUARTER 2010 

 

Welcome back to the XCUSA newsletter. Please bear with me as this is my first try with one 

since the good old days of ditǘƻΩǎΦ  

We have some good training information, the reason Xolos are hairless, a club report and an 

invitation to join us at the National Show in October. Enjoy 

 

Submissions are always welcome  

 

 

 

 



President's Report 

By Barbara Griffin, XCUSA President 

Our Annual meeting was held May 1 & 2, 2010.  Our attendance was excellent and we got lots of input 

from those attending.  Those who missed the meeting can go to the files section of the XCUSA list 

http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/xcusa/files/2010%20Annual%20Meeting%20Reports/ to read any 

of the committee and officer reports.   

Your new Board for 2010 is 

President - Barbara Griffin 

Vice President - Patty Hoover 

Corresponding Secretary - Connie O'Hara 

Recording Secretary - June Disotell 

Treasurer - Mark Bartnick 

Jo Acton - Board Member 

Kacie Johnson - Board Member 

Rosemary Kennedy - Board Member 

Kim Lovewell - Board Member 

Lisa Moore - Board Member 

Newsletter:  Kacie Johnson stepped forward to be our newsletter editor.  Thank you Kacie!  We 

established a committee, chaired by Brenda Armstrong, to begin work on having a newsletter again.  The 

committee met right after our meeting and as you can see, we have a newsletter again.  This needs to be 

a group effort, so any of you who can contribute, please step in!   

Breed ED: 

Breed Education is essential in our breed, not only for judges, but for those interested in owning a Xolo 

too.  Education protects our breed.  Our Trifolds are excellent for the public.  They can be downloaded in 

the files section of the list.  Print some off and take them with you when you and your Xolo go out.  

Barbara Griffin will develop DVDs for both judge education and general education. Printed material can 

come from these.  There will be a Breed Ed judge's seminar at our 2010 National Specialty.   

AKC: Xolos will be eligible to be shown in AKC conformation January 2011 and will be a fully recognized 

AKC breed.    

Championship Points: People need to turn win-sheets in to our Championship point chair in order to 

have their dog's points tabulated.  From our website: For Championship and Top Xolo Awards points to be 

tabulated you MUST have ALL information on this form completed, along with ALL required signature and this form 

must be postmarked within 45 days of the show or points will NOT be counted. Send completed sheets to Mark 

Bartnick, our Point Chair.   

http://www.xoloworld.com/registry/xolo-champ-point.pdf explains the process and  

http://www.xoloworld.com/registry/ShowWinsSheet2.pdf takes you to the Winsheets.   

Announcements: Our 2010 Xoloitzcuintle Club USA National & PNW Regional Specialty 

(Conformation, Obedience & Rally Trials) will be on October 15-17, 2010.  Plan to join us!   

Remember to check our XCUSA list http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/xcusa/ to keep up on what's 

happening in our club! 

 



Xolos and AKC Shows. 

Kacie Johnson Newsletter Editor 

 As many of you know I got curious when we went into AKC Miscellaneous class last year and started to 

keep a record of the number of Xoloitzcuintle who were being shown in AKC. I did this by checking the 

AKC records and finding out if there were Miscellaneous dogs being shown at each All Breed Show then 

checking to see if there were any Xolos at that show. If there were, I recorded the dog's name, name of 

show, date, if they had BOB or BOM (Best of Breed or Best of Miscellaneous.) I also made a table and 

put a check mark under which other breeds were being shown at that show. Many dogs had a BOM but 

were the only miscellaneous dog at that show (including my Coatl at several). I felt it was important to 

keep going to shows even with no AKC points awarded because the judges were so happy to have us 

there. Over the year I had many judges tell me that Coatl was the first Standard, or in some cases even the 

first Xolo, they had ever had a chance to get their hands on. 

 As the year progressed I went back and started to keep a list of the other 11 breeds in Misc as people had 

asked me how many dogs were being shown in the other breeds. We should be proud as only 3 other 

breeds as many or  more dogs being shown. The Leonburgers were first with 114 dogs, Cane Corsos 

second with 72 and the Finish Laphund tied us with 41. Several of these breeds have been in 

Miscellaneous for a number of years. 

 We had 41 different dogs shown in AKC shows last year. They participated in 188 different shows a total 

of 281 times. Some dogs were only shown once but many were shown multiple times. 

 In tallying the number of shows that were done last yearé. I might be off a tiny on this statistic ...there 

were approximately 740 shows with no Miscellaneous dogs shown at all. There were about 410 shows 

that had other Miscellaneous breeds but no Xolos shown.  

 One of the Xolos shown only once was Tenango from Mexico. He was shown at the Eukenuba show and 

took best Miscellaneous dog over all. 

 I think we should be proud of what our people and our dogs have done this past year. I will be keeping 

this database again this year and trying to improve it. If anyone is interested in a copy please Email me at 

xololady1@hotmail.com 

Just a quick  note: Through the end of April this year we have had 20 Xolos shown in 71 different shows.  

Another change is that the AKC shows with Miscellaneous Dogs in them outnumber the shows with no 

Miscellaneous Dogs. 
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A Big Brag at Gwinn-Dell 

                           by Barbara Griffin 

 

Baalche, Quixote, and Quetzal 
showing off their Therapy Dog vests 

There are now three Therapy Xolos at Gwinn-
Dell.  Quetzal, owned by Don Webb and 
Barbara Griffin and trained by Don, recently 
earned his Therapy Dog Certification.  Quixote, 
trained by Barbara and also owned by Barbara 
and Don, earned his certification the same day.    
They join Baalche in being able to visit nursing 
homes, hospitals, classrooms and libraries to 
provide emotional support for those in need.    

All 3 Xolos had to pass rigorous tests in a 
simulated Alzheimerôs ward, with ñpatientsò grabbing at them, shrieking, running wheelchairs and walkers 
toward them, and offering them forbidden food.   Several dogs were overwhelmed.   Our Xolos took it in 
stride.    

 Barbara and Don take them to Salem Rehabilitation Center and have been invited to visit Salem Hospital 
to visit patients.    The Xolos are quite a hit and excellent with the patients.   On one of Baalcheôs visits, a 
Mexican man who had only been in this country 6 years, spoke to me in a Spanish/English combo.  He 
had had a stroke and worked to pet Baalche with his afflicted hand as physical therapy.   The man was 
sooo excited to see ñA muy hermoso perro de my country.ò   He kept thanking me and told me he had 
read about Xolos but until meeting Baalche had never seen one.  Baalche brought a smile to him.  It was 
very gratifying.    

         

Baalche  

                                                                                 

                                                                                                  

  



 

 Quetzal Quixote 

Now Quixote and Quetzal will be able to do the same.    

 

 

PET THERAPY -  WHY AND HOW 

By June Disotell 

 

 Barney TDI 

 Have you ever wondered if you and your dog would 

like to try pet therapy?  Youôve seen stories on TV, read 



about it in newspapers and magazines.  But the question is:  Would you like to get involved?  Is your dog 

suitable?   

 First, from one with twelve years experience, itôs the most rewarding type of volunteer service you 

can imagine.  If you like to make people happy and occasionally make a real difference, if you like to do 

things with your dog that your dog loves, then you should explore the possibility.  You may want to 

become a pet therapist at a hospital, nursing home, care center, rehab facility or maybe a library or boys 

and girls club where the child reads to your dog.         

  Now, the basics for dogs.  Your dog must be at least a year old. Any breed is a 

candidate, but some are more likely to be good pet therapists.  Visiting dogs need to be social, polite, 

calm and friendly.  Friendly is especially important.  When you visit, your dog should be delighted to meet 

a new friend for pets and praise.  Excellent obedience             Coated Xolo, Pilar TDI 

doesnôt necessarily make a good therapy dog.  Next, the basics for you.  You need to be comfortable 

meeting lots of strangers and making pleasant small talk.  You also need to be able to handle an 

occasional problem.  Can you change the subject when the conversation gets into far too much medical 

information, incendiary politics, or radical religion? Sometimes you see far more of the patient than you 

wanted to, or they show you the injury that caused their hospitalization.  These things happen, not often, 

but you need to be able to react politely. When you visit, you and your dog need to be clean and well 

groomed, conservatively dressed in closed toe shoes, ladies with no cleavage front or rear. A special 

collar with a bandana or vest tells your dog you are going to work and his rules are different.  You need to 

adhere to the rules of the facility you visit, which trump any rules of the organization that certified you.  

And of course, the VERY important HIPAA confidentiality regulations ï not a rule, but a federal law.   Just 

like in Las Vegas -- what happens there, STAYS there.  

I could tell you anecdotes of the wonderful reactions at hospitals, rehab facilities, libraries and 

senior care centers to fill all the pages of this newsletter.  Iôll give you just one recent story.  A young 

woman studying to become a veterinarian fell from a second story window.  She was unconscious for 

three months in the ICU, then transferred to a rehab center near us.  According to her mother, doctors 

said she might never be able to breathe on her own or react to any stimulus.  We took two dogs to visit.  

Her stiff fingers and arm were manipulated to pet a lab mix.  Her eyes moved, she tried to move her head.  

I then put my little Xolo on her lap; again she tried to move her fingers and her eyes lit up.  Her mother 

and the nurses were ecstatic.  We went back to visit several more times, and a pet therapy team that lived 

nearby visited regularly.  After a couple of months this young woman was breathing on her own, smiling, 

moving and reactingto her family.  She continues to improve.  Pet therapy was the breakthrough for her. 

              You know WHY you might 

be interested in pet therapy with your 

dog.  Hereôs HOW to get involved.  

Most facilities you might want to visit 

prefer--and many require--that you be 

a certified or registered team of dog 

and handler.  So the first thing to do is 

try to find any organization in your 

area that certifies pet therapy teams.  

There are a number of local or 

regional organizations that may be 

close to you.  Contact your local 

hospitals or care centers that have 



pet therapy visitors to see if they can direct you to an active group.  Remember, one major advantage of a 

group is the insurance provided by your membership dues.   

 

Pilar TDI   and Barney TDI                                                                                                                                             

Nationally, there are three major organizations.    Probably the most famous is Delta Society.  

Another is Therapy Dogs, International.  I am affiliated with Therapy Dogs, Incorporated.  A regional 

group primarily in the Eastern United States is Bright and Beautiful Therapy Dogs, Inc.  If you are more 

interested in having children read to your dog, there is the R.E.A.D program.  Iôm sure there a many 

others that I am not aware of, but a Google search may help you find something near you.  

Go to any of these groups and find out where there is a local evaluator or tester.  Explore their 

website, read the FAQ section, check out the test to see if you think you and your dog can pass.  Click on 

ñHow to become a memberò. 

Here are some websites to try: 

www.deltasociety.org  - Nationwide, well recognized they certify dogs as well as other 

animals for animal assisted therapy and visits. 

www.tdi-dog.org will take you to Therapy Dogs, International.  While they are a well-

established group, they do not have evaluators in many states.  You can find out if they are in your area 

on their website. 

www.therapydogs.com is nationwide, (no tester/observers in 

New Hampshire, Rhode Island or S. Dakota) but have extensive 

membership in all other states.  Read their ñHints and Tipsò section for 

detailed information on visiting. 

www.golden-dogs.org is the site for Bright and Beautiful 

Therapy Dogs, Inc. 

www.therapyanimals.org will take you to the R.E.A.D. 

program if you think your dog is more suited to snoozing on the floor 

while a child reads to him or her.   

 

Kahlo visits a patient 

 


